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FAO Eimear Reilly

Eimear,

Please find attached correspondence from Meath County Council , ACP 323799 25.
The originals will be forwarded in todays post

Kind Regards,
Mary

Mary Loughran
Senior Staff Officer | Transport
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Teach Buvinda, Béthar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
Buvinda House, Dublin Rd., Navan, Co.Meath. C15Y291

Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27" January 2026

An Coimisiun Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Dear Sir / Madam,
We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisiin Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an

invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

We note that Transport Infrastructure Ireland (Til) made no observations in relation to the proposed
scheme as part of their submission.

Yours faithfully,

Signed: \5 CL*U'X

On behalf of Meath Cou;ty Council
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Teach Buvinda, Béthar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
Buvinda House, Dublin Rd., Navan, Co.Meath. C15Y291

Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27% January 2026

An Coimisilin Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1,
Ireland.
Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Ms Lucy Tottenham
Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisin Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from Ms Lucy Totteham, we make the following observations:

As noted in Section 4 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report, the main objectives of the proposed
scheme are as follows:
e Reduce the risk of errant vehicles and/or users leaving the Newtownmoyaghy Road and
entering the adjacent stream.
e Improve road safety for all road users during flood events.
e Bringing the current road carriageway up to current standards by increasing carriageway
width, road pavement reconstruction and provision of associated line marking and
signage.
e Improve journey reliability by reducing the frequency of local road flooding events and
risk of future road closures and diversions.

Section 5 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report provides information on the various options which
were considered to achieve the above stated objectives. The options were developed taking into
consideration the existing conditions in the Newtownmoyaghy area and beyond and included
opportunities for repair, reinforcement, realignment, rerouting/diversions or new infrastructure. The six
Design Options considered were:

Option 1 — Concrete Box Culvert the éxisting stream to facilitate widening of the road.

e Option 2 —Open Channel and Concrete Box Culvert to facilitate part infilling of the existing
stream/part culverting and widening of the road.

e Option 3 — Open Channel Diversion (West side of road) away from the road to facilitate infilling
of the existing stream and widening of the road.

e Option 4 — Open Channel Diversion (East side of the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing
stream and widening of the road.

e Option 5 — Acquisition of lands to the East of the existing road to facilitate realignment and
widening of the road.

e Option 6 — Proposed New Link Road - to corinect to a distributor road constructed recently to
the west as part of the Millerstown development.





The Options Assessment was conducted in accordance with the Transport Appraisal Framework (TAF)

guidance. The results of the Assessment identified that Option 4, Open Channel Diversion (East side of
the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing stream was the most balanced option taking into account
all the TAF criterion, which include Safety Impacts; Climate Change Impact and Environmental Impacts.

It is acknowledged that this scheme will not fully address existing and predicted flooding during extreme
events, which would otherwise entail a much broader scale flood relief scheme. The main purpose of
the works is to eliminate the significant safety risks to road users.

The Stage 3 Flood Risk Assessment (FRA), which accompanied the application, was conducted in
accordance with the PSFRM methodology and includes consideration of climate change (see Section
2.3). Currently floodwaters begin to encroach on the ESB substation during events as frequent as the 10-
year return period. Under the proposed scheme water levels at the ESB substation are predicted to
reduce by approximately 0.13 m, 0.04 m, and 0.02 m for the 10-, 100-, and 1000-year events,
respectively (refer to Table 7-8 of the Planning and Environmental Considerations Report (PECR) and
Table 4-6 in the Stage 3 FRA).

It should be noted that the existing stream will not be replaced by a drain; the exiting stream will be
diverted into a new two stage channel located in the field northeast of the existing road. The infilling of
the existing roadside Newtownmoyaghy Stream will incorporate a conventional filter drain and piped
system to manage localised surface water runoff from the road.

The Natura Impact Statement (NIS) lodged as part of the application for this proposed scheme has taken
into account the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC (Site Code: 001398), located approximately Skm east
(4.6km hydrologically), and has included proposed mitigation measures to reduce potential for
significant effects in relation to water quality, and thus any indirect effects on aquatic habitats and
species.

With regards the statement in the submission which notes, “nor has a study been undertaken to identify
all biodiversity likely to be impacted downstream by this project”, it should be noted, that in addition to
the NIS submitted as part of the Planning Application, which examined the potential for significant
adverse effects on the integrity of European sites, a Planning and Environmental Considerations Report
(PECR) was also submitted with the Application. Section 4 of the PECR assesses the potential impact of
the proposed development on key ecological receptors, including downstream aquatic species.

The submission also notes that “fish will not be able to spawn in a drain” and that the “removal of the
river would remove the associated biodiversity/species present”.

A visual aquatic assessment of the section of Newtownmoyaghy Stream to be diverted, was undertaken
during ecological surveys. Results are outlined in Section 3.3 of the NIS and Section 4.2.4 of the PECR. No
evidence of protected species was recorded, and the watercourse is considered to have limited
salmonid potential due to the lack of oxygen-rich gravel beds and signs of poor water quality.

Section 4.5.1.9 of the PECR notes that the proposed new channel diversion will incorporate pools and
boulders, as well as imported certified clean gravels. The addition of the imported certified clean gravel
to the new channel will not only stabilize the stream bed and reduce levels of suspended solids during
the stream diversion, but it will also add habitat value for aquatic life within the new stream.





The submission notes a concern regarding damage to adjoining trees and tree roots during construction.
As noted in Section 4.5.1.3 of the PECR. The felling of the five trees will be carried out with regard to the
“Guidelines for the Protection and Preservation of Trees, Hedgerows and Scrub Prior to, During and Post
Construction of National Road Schemes” (National Roads Authority, 2006). In addition, it is also noted in
the PECR that the root system of the remaining tress will be protected using Root Protection Areas.

The submission notes “no EIS has been undertaken”.
As part of the Planning Application, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening was
undertaken and this report concluded that an EIA was not required for the proposed scheme.

The MCC Project Team concur with this submission in relation to the need for “radical improvement” of
the existing road which is noted as being “extremely dangerous with inadequate width in places for
traffic to pass — mostly as a result of the eroding riverbank.”

The proposed scheme is deemed necessary to deal with this ongoing road safety issue associated with
the erosion of the road edge of the L-6219 public road, which carries approximately 2,400 vehicles a day
on average.

The scheme will relocate a circa 550m long portion of the stream into a gréen field area east of the
existing road. This will greatly reduce the risk of vehicles leaving the road and entering the stream, and
the resulting safety and environmental consequences. This relocation of the stream will allow for the
existing channel to be piped and infilled, for the road to be widened, and in addition to this, the
proposed scheme will also replace the existing over-the-edge road drainage, which currently runs
directly into the stream untreated, with a filter drain and a petrol interceptor.

Yours faithfully,

Signed: ge"‘“‘k

On behalf of Meath County Council
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Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27% January 2026

An Coimisiun Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1,
Ireland.
Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Mr Townley and Mrs Catherine Angel
Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisitin Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from Mr Townley and Mrs Catherine Angel, we make the following
observations:

We acknowledge the suppoft for the improvement of the Newtownmoyaghy Road and generally concur
with the submission in relation to the statement that “for many years it has been a dangerous

thoroughfare for an ever increasing amount of traffic”.

“Disappointment”

As noted in Section 4 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report, the main objectives of the proposed
scheme are as follows:
e Reduce the risk of errant vehicles and/or users leaving the Newtownmoyaghy Road and
entering the adjacent stream.
e Improve road safety for all road users during flood events.
e Bringing the current road carriageway up to current standards by increasing carriageway
width, road pavement reconstruction and provision of associated line marking and
signage.
e Improve journey reliability by reducing the frequency of local road flooding events and
risk of future road closures and diversions.

Section 5 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report provides information on the various options which
were considered to achieve the above stated objectives. The options were developed taking into
consideration the existing conditions in the Newtownmoyaghy area and beyond and included
opportunities for repair, reinforcement, realignment, rerouting/diversions or new infrastructure. The six
Design Options considered were:

e Option 1 - Concrete Box Culvert the existing stream to facilitate widening of the road.

e Option 2 — Open Channel and Concrete Box Culvert to facilitate part infilling of the existing
stream/part culverting and widening of the road.

e Option 3 — Open Channel Diversion (West side of road) away from the road to facilitate infilling
of the existing stream and widening of the road.





e Option 4 — Open Channel Diversion (East side of the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing
stream and widening of the road.

e Option 5 — Acquisition of lands to the East of the existing road to facilitate realignment and
widening of the road.

e Option 6 —Proposed New Link Road - to connect to a distributor road constructed recently to
the west as part of the Millerstown development.

The Options Assessment was conducted in accordance with the Transport Appraisal Framework (TAF)

guidance. The results of the Assessment identified that Option 4, Open Channel Diversion (East side of
the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing stream was the most balanced option taking into account
all the TAF criterion, which include Safety impacts, Climate Change Impact and Environmental Impacts.

The preferred Option 4 eliminates the safety risk of vehicle entry into the stream and the consequential
environmental risks, where the stream bank edge is continuing to erode at the road interface. This
proposal also reduces the risk to vulnerable road users where the existing road is widened to provide a
grass verge with a filter drain system to cater for road drainage.

The proposed channel alignment is designed largely to run just outside of the 1 in 10-year flood event
area and the portion of the field west of the new channel is largely within the flood zone. Access over
the new channel is proposed at two different locations via box culverts, which will be designed to cater
for vehicles, and the landownership along the existing “road frontage” is not expected to change as a
result of the proposed scheme.

The existing road alignment and traffic speed survey results will be considered during the detail design,
and a Road Safety Audit will be undertaken in line with best practice for Regional and Local Road
schemes.

“Observations”

The risks associated with the diversion works have been identified and appropriate mitigations
measures proposed in the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) (particularly Section 8.0) and the Planning and
Environmental Considerations Report (PECR) to manage the identified risks in order to ensure that the
water quality status is maintained. There is considered to be a greater environmental risk associated
with the current situation whereby existing road drainage runs untreated directly into the
Newtownmoyaghy Stream and the risk of errant vehicles entering the stream increases over time as the
ongoing stream erodes the verge and edge of the existing road.

The proposed two stage diverted stream allows for flow depth at lower flow while the upper stage
caters for the larger flood flows, with sloped banksides to provide improved side slope stability (a
feature lacking in the existing stream characteristics and contributing to bank side slope stability issues).
Where necessary additional stabilisation measure will be considered at detailed design stage.

The scheme is intended to deal with-an existing road safety issue in the public interest. The lands
identified for the scheme are deemed suitable and necessary for the delivery of the scheme and, subject
to receipt of planning consent, it is hoped that an agreement can be reached regarding access to, and
rights over, the lands required to allow the scheme to proceed.

It will be a construction contract requirement that any reinstatement works of temporary land used as
part of the works will be returned to their original condition.





“Flood Risk”

It is acknowledged that this scheme will not fully address existing and predicted flooding during extreme
events, which would otherwise entail a much broader scale flood relief scheme. The main purpose of
the works is to eliminate the significant safety risks to road users. However, the Stage 3 Flood Risk
Assessment (FRA), which accompanied the application, was conducted in accordance with the PSFRM
methodology and includes consideration of climate change (see Section 2.3). Based on the hydraulic
assessment undertaken it is predicted that the proposed channel and road improvements will reduce
flooding on the Newtownmoyaghy Road (see Section 4.3 of the FRA). It is also predicted that the
proposed channel will not exacerbate flood risk downstream of the proposed study area.

The two stage channel proposed to be constructed within the lands will have the capacity to retain a
certain additional quantity of water during flood events, when compared to the existing situation,
however we cannot provide guarantees regarding future possible flood extents.

“Objection”
The proposed scheme is deemed necessary to deal with an ongoing road safety issue associated with

the erosion of the road edge of the L-6219 public road, which carries approximately 2,400 vehicles a day
on average.

The scheme will relocate a circa 550m long portion of the stream into a green field area east of the
existing road. This will greatly reduce the risk of vehicles leaving the road and entering the stream, and
the resulting safety and environmental consequences. In addition to this the proposed scheme will also
replace the existing over-the-edge road drainage, which currently runs directly into the stream
untreated, with a filter drain and a petrol interceptor.

MCC acknowledge that the requested planning consent via this Section 177AE Planning Application will

not confer any rights to private lands and it is hoped, subject to receipt of planning consent, that an
agreement can be reached with the owners of lands required to provide the required infrastructure.

Yours faithfully,

Signed: @M @{/L%ré‘f\\i

On behalf of Meath Coun\iy Council
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Teach Buvinda, Bothar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
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Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 _ Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27% January 2026

An Coimisiun Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Mr Anthony and Mrs Grainne Burke

Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22™ December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisitin Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from Anthony and Grainne Burke we make the following observations:

The MCC project team wish to acknowledge the positive submission from Anthony and Grainne Burke in
relation to the proposed development.

The proposed scheme aims to ensure the long-term safety of the Newtownmoyaghy Road and mitigate
environmental risks within the wider catchment. The diversion of the Newtownmoyaghy Stream is
intended to eliminate the risk of further bankside erosion, prevent potential road collapse into the
stream and to increase safety for all road users. The design has been modelled to maintain existing
hydraulic characteristics, ensuring there are no adverse impacts downstream of the proposed works.

We note that the Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead agency responsible for flood zone mapping in
Ireland.

The OPW have been consulted with respect to the scheme and as part of this consultation the OPW
have approved a Section 50 application for the currently designed culvert sizing as part of the hydraulic
modelling exercise.

The MCC project team confirm that it will liaise with the OPW in relation to flood zone mapping in the
area and the hydrological model generated for the scheme can be made available to the OPW to assist
with any reviews being undertaken in the future at this location.

Yours faithfully,

o 0t (e i)

On behalf of Meath County Council
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Teach Buvinda, Béthar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
Buvinda House, Dublin Rd., Navan, Co.Meath. C15 Y291

Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27 January 2026

An Coimisitin Pleandla,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from the Development Applications Unit, DHLG

Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisiun Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from the Development Applications Unit, DHLG we make the following
observations:

As stated in the Archaeology Heritage Report lodged with the Planning Application for the proposed
scheme, the project comprises more than the 0.50 ha of land and as such it triggers the requirement for
an archaeological response in accordance with the Meath County Development Plan. Therefore, as
noted on page 25 of the Archaeology Heritage Report a programme of archaeological trial trenching
under Licence to 12% of the land take is required before construction.

Advance works are not recommended in the existing stream due to vegetation, calcification of the
existing stream bed and to avoid any in-stream works, until the stream has been diverted to the new
channel. Following the gradual diversion and dewatering of the existing stream (see Section 3.6.1 of the
Natura Impact Statement) archaeological surveys can be undertaken on the dry stream bed avoiding
the need for specialist archaeological dive surveys.

All archaeological works will be completed by a qualified archaeological company under licence from
National Monument Services.

Yours faithfully,

o (il

On behalf of Meath County Council
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Teach Buvinda, Béthar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
Buvinda House, Dublin Rd., Navan, Co.Meath. C15 Y291

Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27% January 2026

An Coimisiun Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Mr Pat Field

Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisiun Pleanala in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from Mr Pat Field, we make the following observations:

All boundary treatments and any potential relocation of the existing field access or impact by the
proposed scheme on farming practices will be discussed with the landowner as part of Accommodation
Works to be agreed at detail design stage.

It is noted that access for livestock to water sources should be in accordance with the European Union
(Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2022, European Communities (Surface
Water) Regulations 2009 and European Communities (Groundwater) Regulations 2010.

Yours faithfully,

Signedg Gu.«,Q @U—Q\A

On behalf of Meath County Council
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Teach Buvinda, B6thar Atha Cliath, An Uaimh, Contae na Mi. C15 Y291
Buvinda House, Dublin Rd., Navan, Co.Meath, C15 Y2981

Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 , Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27t January 2026

An Coimisiun Pleandla,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from the Inland Fisheries Ireland

Dear Sir / Madam,

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22™ December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisitn Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from the inland Fisheries Ireland (IFl), we make the following observations:

It is acknowledged that the proposed development is located in the catchment of the River Ryewater.
As noted in the Planning and Environmental Considerations Report (PECR), the proposed development
includes a diversion of the Newtownmoyaghy Stream (WFD code Rye_Water_020; IE_EA_09R010300;
Segment Code 09_1535) to the northeast of the existing channel. A visual aquatic assessment of the
section of Newtownmoyaghy Stream to be diverted, was undertaken during ecological surveys. Results
are outlined in Section 3.3 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) and Section 4.2.4 of the PECR. No
evidence of protected species was recorded; and the watercourse is considered to have limited
salmonid potential due to the lack of oxygen-rich gravel beds and signs of poor water quality.

The potential for ground preparation and associated construction works to cause the release of
sediment and pollutants into surrounding watercourses is identified in the NIS and the PECR.
Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce the significance of such potential impacts are included in both
the NIS (Section 8.1.5) and PECR (Section 4.5) and include measures to manage topsoil and spoil
storage to prevent deleterious material entering surface waters.

As noted in the PECR (Section 6.5.1), no direct discharge to the stream will be permitted at any time
during the work. Any sediment collected by settlement tanks/silt fencing will be transported off site by
a licensed waste operator for appropriate disposal.

Section 8.1.5 of the NIS notes the proposed mitigation measures relating to Water Quality and
includes details relating to silt fencing installation, inspection and removal once the works are
complete.

There will be a contract requirement to provide a method statement based on the details in Section 8
of the NIS and Section 6.5 of the PECR associated with the realignment works and this will be
submitted to the IFI for discussion / agreement in advance of the realignment works commencing on
site. ‘





The required width of the proposed culvert is dictated by the hydrological requirements and Section
50 applications for the current designs of both the road culvert and the field crossing culvert have
been approved by the Office of Public Works (OPW), where the capacity of the channel and culvert will
replicate the operation of the existing stream i.e. will not impede capacity.

From a constructability and structural integrity point of view the proposed box culverts are considered
the preferred option for the two locations where vehicles are to cross over the newly constructed
channel. Clear-span bridge type construction for such crossings are generally only utilised when
crossing existing sensitive water channels to avoid the need for in-stream works. As these two
structures are to be constructed in an existing green field site prior to the stream diversion they do not
require in-stream works to be carried out for their construction. The proposed box culverts will be
embedded 200-300mm below the new stream bed level and natural material will be laid through the
culvert to form a covering to the concrete base. As noted above Section 50 consent has already been
obtained from the OPW for the proposed culverts.

As referenced in Section 8.1.1 of the NIS, a suitably qualified Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) will be
appointed by the Contractor (the details of which will be made available to IFl when confirmed). The
ECoW will be available for the duration of the Construction Phase and will ensure that all mitigation
measures are implemented during the proposed construction works.

We note that surface water runoff from the Newtownmoyaghy Road is not currently collected or
treated and discharges directly into the Newtownmoyaghy stream posing an environmental risk
downstream. For the proposed scheme, surface water runoff from the Newtownmoyaghy Road will be
filtered through a standard filter drain and then passed through a petrol interceptor as outlined in
Section 3.6.1 and 8.2 of the NIS and Section 4.4.3.1 of the PECR.

The existing road edge and verge of the L-6219 Newtownmoyaghy Road has, in discrete sections,
collapsed into the adjacent stream due to erosion from stream flood events compounded by vehicles
passing close to the road/stream interface. The present narrow road width increases the risk of
vehicles travelling on, and on occasion over, the edge of the road and into the existing stream. This has
become both a health and safety risk for road users and an environmental risk due to the potential
release of hydrocarbons and other vehicle pollutants entering the adjacent stream.

The proposed scheme will relocate a circa 550m long portion of the stream into a green field area east
of the existing road. This will greatly reduce the risk of vehicles leaving the road and entering the
stream, and the resulting safety and environmental consequences. In addition to this the proposed
scheme will also replace the existing over-the-edge road drainage, which currently runs directly into the
stream untreated, with a filter drain and a petrol interceptor.

The MCC Project Team will liaise further with the IFl at detailed design stage to discuss their
requirements regarding the design of the new stream channel, while noting the constraints relating to
the need for OPW consent and flooding implications. )

Yours faithfully,

Rl [fled

On behan of Meath Canty Council
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Our Ref: TRA 04-023-12-1-4 Transportation Section
Your Ref: ACP-323799-25 27" January 2026

An Coimisitin Pleanadla,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

Ireland.

Proposed road improvement scheme at Newtownmoyaghy Stream, Kilcock
Submission re observation from Mr Paul Johnston
Dear Sir / Madam,
We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence of 22" December 2025 which included eight
submissions received by An Coimisiin Pleandla in relation to the above proposed development and an
invitation to provide observations in relation to the submissions received.

Regarding the submission from Mr Paul Johnston, we make the following observations:

“Objectives & Rationale”

As noted in Section 4 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report, the main objectives of the proposed
scheme are as follows:
e Reduce the risk of errant vehicles and/or users leaving the Newtownmoyaghy Road and
entering the adjacent stream.
e Improve road safety for all road users during flood events.
e Bringing the current road carriageway up to current standards by increasing carriageway
width, road pavement reconstruction and provision of associated line marking and
signage.
e Improve journey reliability by reducing the frequency of local road flooding events and
risk of future road closures and diversions.

Section 5 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report provides information on the various options which
were considered to achieve the above stated objectives. The options were developed taking into
consideration the existing conditions in the Newtownmoyaghy area and beyond and included
opportunities for repair, reinforcement, realignment, rerouting/diversions or new infrastructure. The six
Design Options considered were:

e Option 1 - Concrete Box Culvert the existing stream to facilitate widening of the road.

e Option 2 —Open Channel and Concrete Box Culvert to fatilitate part infilling of the existing
stream/part culverting and widening of the road.

e Option 3 — Open Channel Diversion (West side of road) away from the road to facilitate infilling
of the existing stream and widening of the road.

e Option 4 — Open Channel Diversion (East side of the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing
stream and widening of the road.

e Option 5 — Acquisition of lands to the East of the existing road to facilitate realignment and
widening of the road.

e Option 6 — Proposed New Link Road - to connect to a distributor road constructed recently to
the west as part of the Millerstown development.





The Options Assessment was conducted in accordance with the Transport Appraisal Framework (TAF)

guidance. The results of the Assessment identified that Option 4, Open Channel Diversion (East side of
the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing stream was the most balanced option taking into account
all the TAF criterion, which include Safety Impacts, Climate Change Impact and Environmental Impacts.

The preferred Option 4 eliminates the safety risk of vehicle entry into the stream and the consequential
environmental risks, where the stream bank edge is continuing to erode at the road interface. This
proposal also reduces the risk to vulnerable road users where the existing road is widened to provide a
grass verge with a filter drain system to cater for road drainage.

A visual aquatic assessment of the section of Newtownmoyaghy Stream to be diverted was undertaken
during ecological surveys. Results are outlined in Section 3.3 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) and
Section 4.2.4 of the Planning and Environmental Considerations Report (PECR). No evidence of
protected species was recorded, and the watercourse is considered to have limited salmonid potential
due to the lack of oxygen-rich gravel beds and signs of poor water quality.

Section 4.5.1.9 of the PECR notes that the proposed new channel diversion will incorporate pools and
boulders, as well as imported certified clean gravels. The addition of the imported certified clean gravel
to the new channel will not only stabilise the stream bed and reduce levels of suspended solids during
the stream diversion, but it will also add habitat value for aquatic life within the new stream.

The proposed new diverted stream channel is circa 550 m long and runs roughly parallel to the existing
channel, albeit at the other side of the road. It has been positioned to be away from the mature trees
and predominately outside the 1 in 10-year flood zone. This re-routing was designed and modelled to
use the same channel inverts across the reach length and is designed to not increase existing modelled
water levels, as indicated in the Stage 3 Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) which accompanied the
application. The proposed two stage channel allows for flow depth to be maintained at lower flows
while the upper stage caters for the larger flood flows, with sloped banksides to provide improved side
slope stability (a feature lacking in the existing stream characteristics).

The risks associated with the diversion works have been identified and appropriate mitigations
measures proposed in the NIS (particularly Section 8.0) and the PECR to manage the identified risks in
order to ensure that the water quality status is maintained. There is considered to be a greater
environmental risk associated with the current situation whereby existing road drainage runs untreated
directly into the Newtownmoyaghy Stream and the risk of errant vehicles entering the stream increases
over time as the ongoing stream erodes the verge and edge of the existing road.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) have been consulted regarding the diversion works and they have
confirmed that the stream does not come under the remit of Article 9 of the Arterial Drainage
Amendment Act (1995). In addition to this the OPW have been consulted with respect to a Section 50
application for the currently designed culvert sizing as part of the hydraulic modelling exercise. The
section 50 applications have been approved by the OPW.

Along with proposals noted above re measures to create a suitable habitat for aquatic flora and fauna
within the new diverted stream drawing 11434-2012 submitted with the NIS application contains details
of the proposed landscaping to be provided as part of the scheme. This includes details of a new mixed '
native hedge along the boundary of the new proposed channel to mitigate the loss of any existing
landscaping at the section of the stream to be piped and infilled.





“Flooding”

It is acknowledged that this scheme will not fully address existing and predicted flooding during extreme
events, which would otherwise entail a much broader scale flood relief scheme. The primary purpose of
the works as stated above is to eliminate the significant safety risks to road users. However, the Stage 3
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA), which accompanied the application, was conducted in accordance with the
PSFRM methodology and includes consideration of climate change (see Section 2.3). Based on the
hydraulic assessment undertaken it is predicted that the proposed channel and road improvements will
reduce flooding on the Newtownmoyaghy Road (see Section 4.3 of the FRA). It is also predicted that the
proposed channel will not exacerbate flood risk downstream of the proposed study area.

Section 4.3.3 of the PECR includes an assessment of the agricultural grassland which will be impacted by
the proposed new diverted stream.

“Alternatives”

As discussed above and in Section 4 of the S.177AE Planning Application Report, six design options were
considered at the optioneering stage. The Options Assessment was conducted in accordance with the
Transport Appraisal Framework (TAF) guidance. The results of the assessment identified that Option 4,
Open Channel Diversion (East side of the Road) to facilitate infilling of the existing stream was the most
balanced option taking into account all the TAF criterion, which include Safety Impacts, Climate Change
Impact and Environmental Impacts

The main objectives of the proposed scheme are as noted above and detailed in Section 4 of the
S.177AE Planning Application Report.

The proposed channel alignhment is designed largely to run just outside of the 1 in 10-year flood event

area and the portion of the field west of the new channel is largely within the flood zone. Access over

the new channel is proposed at two different locations via box culverts which will be designed to cater
for vehicles.

[{

‘Summary”

The existing road edge and verge of the L-6219 Newtownmoyaghy Road has, in discrete sections,
collapsed into the adjacent stream due to erosion from stream flood events compounded by vehicles
passing close to the road/stream interface. The present narrow road width increases the risk of
vehicles travelling on, and on occasion over, the edge of the road and into the existing stream. This has
become both a health and safety risk for road users and an environmental risk due to the potential
release of hydrocarbons and other vehicle pollutants entering the adjacent stream.

The proposed scheme is deemed necessary to deal with this ongoing road safety issue associated with
the erosion of the road edge of the L-6219 public road, which carries approximately 2,400 vehicles a day
on average.

The scheme will relocate a circa 550m long portion of the stream into a green field area east of the
existing road. This will greatly reduce the risk of vehicles leaving the road and entering the stream, and
the resulting safety and environmental consequences. In addition to this the proposed scheme will also
replace the existing over-the-edge road drainage, which currently runs directly into the stream
untreated, with a filter drain and a petrol interceptor.





The scheme is intended to deal with an existing road safety issue in the public interest. The lands
identified for the scheme are deemed suitable and necessary for the delivery of the scheme and, subject
to receipt of planning consent, it is hoped that an agreement can be reached with the registered owners
of the private lands required to allow the scheme to proceed. '

Yours faithfully,

Signed: \_) C"(J"—JZ @U//é””\—f

On behalf of Meath County Council







Email Disclaimer: http://www.meath.ie/EmailDisclaimer/

LR R R R R R R R R S R R R R S R T R R R R R S R R R R S R R R R R R R R R R S R R SR R S R R S R R R R R R R

Meath County Council’s new corporate headquarters are:
Buvinda House,

Dublin Road,

Navan,

Co. Meath, C15 Y291
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